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and the country is entirely lost if the necessities
of the times do not oblige you to take the helm.
But, should you find the crisis so alarming as to
dread decisive events should be the consequence,
it appears to me that then it will no longer be
proper to keep beating against the wind. For, if
the King of Prussia be fated to commit irreparable
faults, it would be as well for all parties that he
should begin to-morrow, in order that we might
the sooner augur what his reign ^shall be, and
choose our sides in consequence. It is for you,
therefore, to know in what degree of favour you
are with the King. He cannot love you; for
never yet did the weak man love the strong. He
cannot desire you should be his minister, for never
yet did a vain and dark man desire to possess
one who was himself illustrious and luminous.
But it is neither his friendship nor his inclination
that are necessary to you; it is power. You
ought to acquire that ascendancy over him which
a grand character and a vast genius may ever
acquire over a confined understanding and an
unstable mind. If you have enough of this as-
cendancy to inspire him with fears for his situa-nion of His  Majesty.    There   are   already  but
